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SUBJECT: GOI REACTION TO GUSH EMUNIM ATTEMPT TO SETTLE AT 
MES'HA 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . AN ATTEMPT FEBRUARY 27 BY FIFTY MEMBERS OF THE GUSH 
EMUNIM TO SETTLE AT MES'HA (ON THE WEST BANK, JUST OUTSIDE 
THE GREEN LINE, OPPOSITE KAFR QASIM) WAS QUICKLY THWARTED 
BY IDF TROOPS. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS.THE WOULD-BE 
SETTLERS ARRIVED AT MES'HA AT 0730 HRS., THE FIRST TROOPS 
CAME ONLY THREE HOURS LATER, AND THESE WERE SHORTLY REIN 
FORCED BY TROOPS FROM SIX HELICOPTERS. ALTHOUGH THE 
SETTLERS HAD LEFT THHE SITE BY EARLY AFTERNOON, TROOPS 
REMAINED WITH CONSIDERABLE EQUIPMENT. 

2. IN THE REGULARLY-SCHEDULED CABINET SESSION THE SAME 
DAY, DEFENSE MINISTER PERES AND MINISTER GALILI 

(HEAD OF THE SETTLEMENT COMMITTEE) TERMED THE SETTLE- 
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MENT ATTEMPT "A GRAVE ACT, PARTICULARLY SINCE IT HAD 
BEEN MADE CLEAR OFFICIALLY BY THE GOVERNMENT TO THE 
SETTLEMENT NUCLEUS THAT THE SETTLEMENT SITE HAD IN 
FACT BEEN APPROVED, AND THAT THE DELAY WAS NOT BECAUSE 
OF POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS, BUT SOLELY IN THE SETTLE- 
MENT OPERATIONAL SPHERE, AND NOT ON THE GOVERNMENT 
PART" (FROM THE GOI CABINET COMMUNIQUE). 
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3. THE MES'HA SETTLEMENT SITE FIRST BROKE INTO THE 
REALM OF PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE LAST OCTOBER (SEE TEL AVIV 
7247 AND 7486), AND WAS SUBSEQUENTLY APPROVED BY THE 
MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE JANUARY 18 (FBIS-TA 182004Y). AT 
THAT TIME, GUSH EMUNIM ANNOUNCED THAT IT INTENDED TO 
BEGIN PREPARATIONS FOR MOVING TO MES'HA, BUT DELAYED 
FOR REASONS UNKNOWN TO US. ON FEBRUARY 4, SIXTY-FOUR 
MK'S SIGNED A PETITION ASKING THE GOI TO ALLOW THE 
SETTLERS TO MOVE IN IMMEDIATELY (JERUSALEM 196). 
ACCORDING TO AHAARETZ REPORT FEBRUARY 18 (LITANI), 

PART OF THE LAND AT MES’HA IS ABSENTEE PROPERTY OWNED 
BY TSRAF.LT ARABS. (NOTE: THE ABSENTEE PROPERTY LAW 

IN EFFECT DEFINES AS ' ABSENTEE" ANY PROPERTY OWNED BY 
ISRAELI ARABS WHICH IS NOT LOCATED AT THE OWNER'S PLACE 
OF RESIDENCE.) THE OWNERS APPARENTLY DO NOT WISH TO 
AGREE TO A LEGAL SETTLEMENT (PUN NOT INTENDED) OVER 
THE LAND. THIS REPORT IS CORROBORATED BY A 
FEBRUARY 28 JERUSALEM POST STORY CITING "DIFFIVQIES 
IN ACQUIRING THE LAND" AT MES'HA. END UNCLASSIFIED 
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4. COMMENT :THE GOI AND GUSH EMUNIM AGREE THAT THERE 
SHOULD BE A JEWISH SETTLEMENT-EVENTUALLY, AN URBAN 
CENTER-AT MES HA.BUT THE GOI DOES NOT WISH TO 

BE PUBLICLY PRESSURED BY GUSH EMUNIM. AND IS SENSITIVE 
TO THE LEGALITIES NECESSARY IN ACQUIRING LAND TITLE. 

THE HAARETZ REPORT CITED ABOVE SUGGESTS THAT FOR THIS 
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REASON, THE GOI MAY FEEL COMPELLED TO UNDERTAKE LAND 
EXPROPRIATION ON THE WEST BANK IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT THE GOI WOULD NOT RELISH 
ANOTHER SQUABBLE OVER "ILLEGAL SETTLEMENT" AT A TIME 
WHEN RABIN IS LOOKING FORWARD TO HIS VISIT 
TO THE UNITED STATES. 

DUNNIGAN 
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